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Date Learning Themes Sound of
the Week

Story of the
week

Song of the
week

19 - 23
April

Lifecycles j Jack and the
Beanstalk

Five Little
Peas

26 - 30
April

Lifecycles c Hungry
Caterpillar

There’s a tiny
caterpillar on a

leaf
4 - 7
May

On the farm c What the
Ladybird Heard

If You’re
Happy and
you Know it

10 - 14
May

On the farm e What the
Ladybird Heard

Next

Farmer’s in
his Den

17 - 21
May

On the farm r Scarecrows
Wedding

Dingle
Dangle

Scarecrow
24 - 28

May
Minibeasts x Superworm There’s a worm

at the bottom of
the garden

Welcome back to the start of the summer term and as Covid restrictions are being
lifted, we are pleased to be able to relax our ‘one setting rule’ (meaning children can
go back to using childminders or other nursery settings) and are planning some visits
out in the community. Staff are at long last able to access lateral flow tests and are
testing twice a week.  Please remember to continue to regularly check your emails
incase we need to notify you of any confirmed cases.
Dropping and Collecting Please remember to always queue along the path at the
front of the pre-school building and not out onto the pavement as this is a health
and safety risk for school children and parents. We appreciate that it takes longer to
drop off and collect your child but as previously mentioned we will do our utmost to be
as quick as we can.  Staff have to deal with any issues with children or parents before
they can open the door to the next family so please be patient as we endeavour to
cater for everyone's needs.
Community Trips - For some time the government have sanctioned early years
settings to take children off-site for educational visits.  As Covid infection rates have
now significantly reduced we now feel it is safe for us to do so, and this term we aim to
begin visiting the park and community spaces for outdoor learning.  Children will
access sites on foot and a full Covid risk assessment have been added to our normal
safety procedures.  If anyone would like more details or has any concerns then please
do not hesitate to speak to Karon by phone (0117-9774170) or email
(sunshinepreschool@hotmail.co.uk).  We are also planning a trip to Warleigh Lodge
Farm in May by coach and further details of the trip will follow later in the term.
Curriculum topics that we are exploring this term are detailed above and we will be
using these topics to explore the natural world by investigating plants, mini-beasts,
habitat’s and life cycles.  We will also use our visit to the farm to explore farm animals
and where our food comes from.
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Home – School Link - You can support children’s learning at home by giving them
lots of outdoor experiences and doing simple planting and gardening activities
together and exploring the wildlife in your garden.
Life-cycles – We will be exploring the life-cycle of a butterfly by having real
caterpillars in the setting and watching them grow into butterflies.
Growing – We will be planting a range of seeds and plants over the coming weeks so
if anyone would like to donate any plants from their garden or if you have any flower or
vegetable seeds spare then we would love to have them. We are looking forward to
using our new garden planters.
Phonic Activities – Our ‘Sound of the week’ is detailed above so please keep
reminding your child to look for things at home that begin with our ‘sound of the week’
as it really enriches their phonic knowledge. Please add to Tapestry if you would like
children to be able to share their finds with their friends.
Self-help Skills – As lots of children will be leaving us soon to move on to school we
will be working on children’s self-help skills during the next two terms.  You can
support your child by encouraging them to dress themselves independently and make
sure they wear suitable clothes and footwear to enable them to be independent whilst
at pre-school.  During snack times and at lunchtime we will be encouraging children to
be as independent as possible with opening their own food items and making healthy
choices.  Please support your child by providing suitable wrappings and containers
that they can easily open themselves.
Healthy Eating Policy - To support children to make healthy food choices at lunch
time we respectfully remind parents not to put chocolate or sweets in their lunch
boxes.  Children can have a small cake or biscuit, but staff will encourage children to
eat all of their other foods first.  Small amounts of a range of healthy foods are ideal
for children of this age as they get bored eating large sandwiches and rolls.  Large
pastry items such as sausage rolls are also not recommended. If you would like any
ideas for lunch boxes please ask a member of staff.
Footwear – As the weather (hopefully) warms up it will not be appropriate for children
to wear pre-school wellington boots when playing outside or going on walks in the
community.  We would therefore ask you to make sure your child wears suitable
footwear to keep themselves safe.  Please do not send them in open toed sandals or
crocs as these are not suitable for running and climbing in the garden or when out
walking.  Please make sure children have correctly fitting shoes as this causes us
lots of problems when children are using the walking rope.
Sun Safety – Hopefully we will soon need to take precautions to protect ourselves in
the sun.  Just to remind parents, as part of our Covid procedures, children are no
longer able to wear Sunshine sunhats and therefore every child needs to bring a hat
that they can leave at pre-school clearly marked with their name.
Suncream - All children need to arrive at pre-school with sunscreen already
applied. Staff will reapply sunscreen to children staying all day at lunchtime but do
not have time to apply cream when children arrive. Parents of children who attend all
day sessions are asked to make a contribution of £2.00 towards the cost of suncream
and will need to sign a consent form.  If your child is allergic to suncream please see a
member of staff and we will make arrangements for your child to have their own.
School Places for September – Please let us know which school your child has been
allocated so we can use the information to group children together who will be going to



the same school and to let parents know who their child will be going to school with.
You can advise staff when dropping or collecting your child.

Website – Please remember you can find more information about special events and
a copy of newsletters online at www.sunshinepreschool.org.uk

http://www.sunshinepreschool.org.uk

